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(5 7) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a still image encoding 
system capable of controlling image quality so as not to deteriorate 
the quality level of a character image while enhancing the 
compression rate of a photographic image. 

SOLUTION: This still image encoding system is provided with an 
image data inputting means, an image interpolating means, a means 
for predicting the original resolution in an area unit, a means for 
determining the area for photograph and character parts in an area 
unit, a luminance and color-difference converting means, an image 
signal subsampling means, an image compressing means, an image 
decoding means, a post-processing means and an image forming 
means. The ratio of luminance and color-difference subsampling is 
increased when the original resolution is predicted to be low, and 
the ratio of the luminance and color-difference is lowered when the 
original resolution is predicted to be high. In the case an image is 
composed mainly of photographs, the subsampling ratio is made 
higher than that in an image composed mainly of characters even 
when the original resolution is predicted to be high. 
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